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Overview 

How many cancer patients are there? 

Who is managing cancer? 

Breast cancer 

Other 
Radio 

US Surgeon 

Hema/Onc 

Other 

Japan 

Radio 

Surgeon 

In the US, cancer management is said to involve physicians of different 
specialities and it is reflected in this data.  In Japan, the cancer management is 
more surgery-focused and organ-focused, which is also reflected in this data.   
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US Japan 

Hypertension 

Dyslipidemia 

Diabetes 

Upper resp infection 

Constipation 

Sleep disorder 

Osteoporosis 

Gastritis and duodenitis 

Cataract 

Low back pain 

Osteoarthritis 

Cancer 

GERD/NERD 

Bronchial asthma 

Seasonal allergy 

Gout/ Hyperuricemia 

Obesity 

Perennial allergy 

Cerebral infarction 

Atopic dermatitis 

Breast 

Colorectal 

Prostate 

Lung 

Basal cell carcinoma 

Leukemia 

Head and neck 

Liver 

Brain tumor 

Bladder 

NHL 

Kidney 

Thyroid 

Pancreatic 

Ovary 

US Japan 

2,039

1,489

1,466

1,276

1,075

749

597

526

447

427

421

397

391

316

313

Sources:  

1. Patient population estimate: derived from PatientsMap™ database, which describes the patient flow and 
other aspects using web survey with 27,000+ physicians in Japan and US for 400 conditions.  

2. US physician statistics: American Medical Association; Physician Characteristics and Distribution in the US. 

3. Japan physician statistics : Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare; Survey of Physicians, Dentists, and Pharmacists. 
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Brain tumor 

NHL 

Esophageal 
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Leukemia 

584

570

364

318

219

153

148

134

119

103

72

68

67

63

57

Top 20 among All Conditions (Unit: million people) 

(Unit: thousand people) 

Patient Distribution by Speciality (Unit: % of pts) 

Top 15 Cancer 

Patient volume comparison of all surveyed diseases (approx. 
400 diseases) shows that  in both countries cancer comes at 
a similar position: 10th in the US and 12th in Japan 

 
(Aggregate of top 15 cancer types out of 40, comprising 80-
90% of total cancer). Within cancer, breast, colorectal, and 
prostate cancers are the most commonly found cancers in 
both countries. However, when the base populations of the 

 
two regions (US: 314 mil, JP: 128 mil) are taken into 
account, some of the non-oncology diseases seem to have 
disproportionately high population, which is suggestive of a 
link to high prevalent cancer conditions. 

Oncology is known for its variations in patient population 
and treatment by ethnicity, health habits, and healthcare 
systems among other factors.  Therefore a thorough 
understanding of regional differences is a key factor for the 
success of oncology products. By using a large-scale 

physician survey data (1), this poster presentation aims to 
explore some of the differences between Japan and the US 
in oncology patient population and how it is managed.  

types, common ones are similar between the two regions, 
however, there are differences in  who are managing the 
condition: it seems that in general US is more focused on 
treatment and Japan is more focused on the target organ.  
 
Assessment of the base population and the decision makers 
is important in understanding cancer markets. 
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Anesthesiology

Cardiology

Dermatology

Endocrinology

ENT

ER

FP/IM/PCP

Gastroenterology

Hema / Onc

Nephrology

Neurology

OBGYN

Ophthalmology

Orthopedics

Pediatrics

Psychiatry

Pulmonology

Radiology

Rheumatology

Surgery

Urology

US

Japan

Speciality Breakdown 

In both countries, cancer is a common condition ranking 
around 10th by patient volume based on the estimated 
number of treated patients.  Among the different cancer 

Below is a breakdown of physician 
population by speciality in each region 
based on government statistics. (2,3) 


